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The event featured students from Union County Primary, Middle and High Schools, plus
Woody Gap School

Fortunately, no one was home.

Service was talking Tuesday
about Wednesday, and they
were pretty serious about it.”
Chief Dyer met with
representatives of other county
ﬁrst responder agencies at the
EMA command center at Fire
Station No. 1 on Tuesday for
weather brieﬁngs, and again
on Wednesday for a special
weather brieﬁng.
Early indicators pointed
to Wednesday’s storm system
being worse than what had
come through the previous
Monday, though, again, Union
County weathered the storms
well.
“We were extremely
lucky,” said Chief Dyer.
“We got some rain, we got
some lightning, we got some
thunderstorms. We did have
one structure fire from a
lightning strike, way out on
Smyrna Road.”
According to the chief,
the home’s residents were
out at the time of the ﬁre, and
some neighbors heard a loud
popping sound during one of
Wednesday’s storms.
“They were out looking
around, investigating after the
storm passed through, and saw
that the house was burning,”
said Chief Dyer.
Fireﬁghters were able
to salvage some items from
the home, but for the most
part, the structure was a loss,

according to the chief.
Of course, due to the
forecasted potential of the
storms, Chief Dyer, the
fire department, and other
first responders, such as
the Union County Sheriff’s
Office, Blairsville Police
Department, Union County
Road Department and Union
General EMS, were all on
standby should emergencies
come to call.
“We were monitoring
here (at Station No. 1) and
everybody was put on alert,”
said Chief Dyer. “Our Swift
Water Team was even put on
alert, just in case we got a lot
of rain.
“We were prepared
to respond to anything we
had here, or to go to another
county to help out if they
requested it.”
Fortunately, no mutual
aid calls were necessary due
to the storm system, which
tended more to the south.
“It was very hard for
(the weather service) to predict
because it was an unusual
situation,” said Chief Dyer.
“They had a front coming
from the west, they had some
Gulf moisture coming up
from the south, and they had
a front coming down from
the north, and the fronts were
converging in Alabama and
pushing through Georgia.

“So, they were trying
to determine where this warm
front landed would be the
worst weather. If it landed in
the north, it would affect us, if
it landed in the south, it would
affect south of us.”
Wednesday’s storm
moved through in three waves,
the second of which hit Atlanta
hard, causing air trafﬁc to be
delayed. Union County got hit
with the third wave of storms
that April 5.
“It worked pretty much
the way they said it was going
to work, it’s just that we didn’t
have as severe weather as we
thought we were going to
have,” said Chief Dyer.
Jeremy Nelms, general
manager of the Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC, agreed with
the chief’s assessment that
the weather didn’t hit as hard
as everyone was expecting,
and reported that the EMC
experienced 19 total outages
for last Wednesday that
resulted in 3,000 customers
without power.
Six of those 19 outages
occurred in Union County,
affecting 2,700 customers.
Most of those 2,700 customers
lost power because of a tree
that fell during the storms,
which took out two power
poles north of Blairsville on
Ivy Log Road.

World War I began
on July 28, 1914, and ended
on Nov. 11, 1918, after the
armistice signing between the
Allied Forces and Germany, in
Compiègne, France.
However, the United
States did not formally enter the
war until President Woodrow
Wilson’s declaration on April
6, 1917.
Throughout the war’s
four years of tumultuous
battles, approximately 11
million soldiers were killed and
more than 20 million, including
civilians, lost their lives as a
result. American soldiers alone
accounted for 116,000 of the
total wartime casualties.
Weeks before the 100th
anniversary, the historical
society approached history
teachers from Union County
Elementary School, Union
County Middle School, Union
County High School and Woody
Gap School about conducting
projects in the classroom that
centered on the war.
As a result, each school
selected two to three students
with the best projects to
present to the community last
Thursday.
Each student focused on
different aspects of the war to
give a well-rounded view of
the war that changed the world
forever.
“We wanted to come up
with a way to celebrate and
honor the 100th anniversary
of World War I,” said Libby
Stevens, historical society
president. “After much
consideration, we thought,
what better way to honor it
than to learn about it and have
the kids learn about it, so no
one forgets.”

Charlie Nicholson,
Will Woolwine and Daniel
Fortenberry, all fifth-grade
students from UCES, focused
on different machinery used
during the early 1900s.
From military tanks to
ﬁrearms, each student gave a
detailed history of a device of
war, why it was important and
how it was used during the war,
even bringing handmade visual
aides to share with their captive
audience inside the Historic
Union County Courthouse.
UCMS sixth-grade
students Bailey Adams, Stein
Harkins and Olivia Walker split
the war into three segments:
before the war, during the war
and after the war.
Each student explained
the causes of the war, how
the war played out and the
aftermath of the war, using
slideshow presentations as
visual guides.
Unlike UCES and
UCMS students, Union County
High School students Regan
Hill, Summer Ribas and Faith
Murphy approached the World
War I project in a completely
different manner by mimicking
propaganda posters from the
era.
While the students did
not give a presentation on
the posters, high school U.S.
history teacher Wesley Garrett
explained the project in-depth
to the crowd, sharing how the
posters taught the students
about the war.
“One of the most
impressive things to me is,
during wartimes, how we come
together,” said Garrett. “That’s
always impressed me, how we
pick each other up.
“During the time of

Bud Akins with the Union
County Historical Society.
The historical society hosted
the event on Thursday, April
6
World War I, a lot of the
information that was being
delivered to the public was
in print. So, I dug up an old
project that we used to do.
“I invited everyone to
participate and come up with
a propaganda poster that would
encourage citizens to enlist
or support the war in some
manner.”
Woody Gap School
students Makena Hill and
Jennifer Marsh also discussed
the causes of the war, from
the assassination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand of Austria to
America’s involvement in the
war, as well as how horses were
used during infantry ﬁghting.
After the students had
finished their presentations,
Stevens gave each student a
certificate and a medallion
containing the historical
society’s seal as thanks for
participation in the ceremony.

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Art Centre

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

Located in Blairsville, GA

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

706-781-1423

706•400•2988
391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Horse Camp

Michelin

Spring Break at Trackrock Stables

April 3-7
April 10-14

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Get up to $50 off*
706-745-5252

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

www.Trackrock.com

Impact Design, Inc.

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products

Website: impactdesigninc.co

Cakes,
Cupcakes
Tarts, Pies,
Candy &
Dessert
Buﬀets!
s!
Mention ad for 10%

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing
BFG
Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Uniroyal
Oil Changes

We cater
Weddings,
Parties,
and
Special
Events!
E
OFF Graduation Cakes!

40B Town Square, Blairsville
762-448-9077
www.DixieConfexions.com

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

FlipFlip
VarneyVarney
Financial Advisor
.

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts
Way Suite 2
.
Blairsville,
30512
178GABracketts
Way Suite
706-835-1385
Blairsville, GA 30512
www.edwardjones.com

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
FREE
706-835-1209
DELIVERY!

706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

Member SIPC

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Budget

Blinds

2

®

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

‘

WAZOO! Quilting

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

burgers & southern eats
Winter Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11AM-9PM
Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from
the Square, across from City Hall

We
Make
Loans.
s..
1FSTPOBM-PBOTt4UBSUFS-PBOTt$POTPMJEBUJPO-PBOTBOENPSF
www.1ffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We now have a small business
center in your local at&t store.
Come in and see Shannon Richards!

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults
Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

132 N Main St #107,
Hiawassee, Ga 30546

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

706-896-7999

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

North Georgia Sales LLC

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect
combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years
417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

