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UCSO continues to
crack down on theft in county

BOE

...continued from Page 1A

Thursday, April 20.
“This project, to me, is
one of the best examples that
we can have of something that
happens in the school system,”
said Dr. Fred Rayﬁeld, Union
County Schools Superintendent.
“This is a really nice piece
of teamwork from a lot of
different levels in the school
system.”
At the beginning of the
2016-2017 school year, the
Georgia Department of School
Nutrition kickstarted a “Shake
It Up” initiative to change the
culture and atmosphere of
school nutrition.
This initiative was
focused on three areas – meals,
cafeterias and the school as a
whole.
Each school system was
encouraged to take the pledge
and participate in creating an
overall better environment
for students by changing the
routine of daily mealtime.
Walker took this pledge
to heart and began working
toward making breakfast an
experience that all students
could enjoy, not just the early
risers.
For over a year, the school
has offered a second breakfast
that occurs during ﬁrst period
class change, giving students
who might not be hungry at 7
a.m. the opportunity to eat.
Walker embraced the
“Shake It Up” initiative as
a way to improve not only
student breakfasts, but also all
meals throughout the school
day.
In October, Walker
invited the Georgia Department
of School Nutrition to Union
County Schools during
National School Lunch Week
to see the progress the schools
have made since accepting the
challenges brought on by the
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Union County Schools Nutrition Director Courtney Walker.
nutrition department to show
initiative.
Since that visit, Union at their meetings all across the
County Schools have been state,” said Walker.
Also during the meeting,
contacted on numerous
occasions to conduct projects Union County Elementary
f o r t h e s t a t e n u t r i t i o n School Principal Trish Cook
department, including the video and Union County Middle
that was showcased during last School Principal Gwen Stafford
received Title I awards for
Thursday’s BOE meeting.
“I guess we made a excellence in education for
very good impression on them their respective schools.
“Last month, we made
because we’ve been contacted
several times since then to some announcements about
do things for them,” said high performance schools,”
Walker. “I’ve received several said Dr. Rayﬁeld. “In today’s
comments from the state. We mail, we received some
had over 8,000 views, which recognition from the state for
was unheard of for them. We our Title I High Performance
wanted to share the video with Schools.
“I think it’s important
everyone today.”
This video focused on to remember that the state
the second breakfast option considers these to be role model
available for students, and schools. Union County Schools
included interviews from Dr. is on that list where teachers
Rayﬁeld and Walker explaining from all across the state can
the importance of having come visit our schools and see
breakfast options and how it is how we’re successful and what
we’re doing.”
beneﬁcial to students.
In other Union County
“We now have been
requested, by the state, to do School news, at the end of
more videos for the school the April board meeting,
the impending resignation
YARNS of all KINDS of Associate Superintendent
Dr. Jeremy Williams was
Needles • Classes
conﬁrmed for an effective day
Books • Patterns • Notions of May 31 of this year.
It was announced earlier
HOURS:
this month that Williams
Monday - Saturday:
was the sole finalist for the
superintendent position at
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Gainesville City Schools. He
is expected to be hired in a May
64 Brackets Way, Suite 6
1 meeting of the Gainesville
Blairsville, Georgia 30512
City School Board.

706-835-1078

A Union County man
has been arrested following
the theft of more than $10,000
in merchandise from the
Blairsville Walmart, according
to the Union County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce.
Thomas Edward Jones,
51, has been charged initially
with felony theft by shoplifting
in connection with stolen
Walmart merchandise, as
well as driving while license
suspended or revoked, no
proof of insurance and having
a suspended tag, according to
UCSO Lt. Daren Osborn.
No bond had been set
as of press time Monday,
according to Lt. Osborn.
The case, which is still
under investigation with further
charges pending, was handled
by SSgt. Lamar Dyer of the
UCSO Criminal Investigations
Division, according to Lt.
Osborn.
“We’ve been trying to
catch him for the last month
or so,” said Lt. Osborn, adding
that Jones had been caught on
camera multiple times walking
out with high-end electronic
items.
About a month ago,
Lt. Osborn said he made a
Facebook post containing an
image from security footage
of a man walking out of the
Blairsville Walmart with what
appears to be one or more big
screen televisions loaded into
a shopping cart.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y, n o
one identified the man via
Facebook, and it wasn’t until
last week that the case broke
open when surveillance efforts
discovered the individual
in question had come into
the store, according to Lt.
Osborn.
SSgt. Dyer, who had
been working hard to catch
the individual, confronted and
arrested Jones on the evening
of April 19, according to Lt.
Osborn.
“Don’t steal at Walmart,
because we’ll eventually catch

Jonathan Davis

Thomas Jones

you,” said Lt. Osborn. “We
have cameras, which were a
great help.”
In an unrelated incident,
a motorist speeding through
Suches ended up being arrested
for felony theft a couple of
weeks ago.
Jonathan Dewayne
Davis, 39, of Dahlonega, was
arrested on April 7 on a charge
of felony theft by taking,
according to Lt. Osborn, after
reports came in of an older
model GMC Jimmy driving
recklessly in the area.
“The evening of Friday,
April 7, I received a phone
call on my cellphone from
some people in Suches I
know, and they wanted to
know if we were looking
for a red and white Jimmy,”
said Lt. Osborn. “I said yeah,
for speeding, and they said,
well, it’s parked on Coopers
Creek Road, abandoned down
there.”
Lt. Osborn was busy
working another case, so he
sent SSgt. Bradley Glass and
Deputy Josh Bergen to look in
on the abandoned vehicle.
“While they were in
route over there, the same
person had called me back and
said, ‘That dude just stole my
motorcycle out of my barn,’”
said Lt. Osborn.
The man who had
stolen the motorcycle had
changed over to driving a
smaller GMC Jimmy pulling
a trailer, and when Glass and
Bergen arrived at the location
of the abandoned vehicle on
Coopers Creek Road, they

found both the older model
and the smaller model Jimmys,
along with Davis, according to
Lt. Osborn.
Davis was taken into
custody following a brief
altercation as he attempted to
elude the deputies, according
to Lt. Osborn.
At the time of his arrest,
Davis was in possession
of methamphetamine and
marijuana, according to
Lt. Osborn, as well as the
motorcycle previously
identified as having been
stolen.
A week later, a Florida
couple arrived at their Suches
home to discover a fourwheeler and three-wheeler
missing from their property,
and Lt. Osborn said he put two
and two together.
“I sort of had an idea of
where it went,” said Lt. Osborn,
adding that Davis confessed to
taking those vehicles as well
when confronted.
The four-wheeler and
three-wheeler had been stashed
on some private property not
far from the scene with the
Jimmys, though the owner of
the private property remained
unaware of the stolen vehicles’
presence, according to Lt.
Osborn.
All stolen vehicles
have been returned to their
rightful owners, according to
Lt. Osborn.
As for the Jimmys, they
belonged to the mother of
Davis’ girlfriend, according to
Lt. Osborn.

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Art Centre

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

Located in Blairsville, GA

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

706-781-1423

706•400•2988
391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Horse Camp

Michelin

Spring Break at Trackrock Stables

April 3-7
April 10-14

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Get up to $50 off*
706-745-5252

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

www.Trackrock.com

Impact Design, Inc.

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products

Website: impactdesigninc.co

Cakes,
Cupcakes
Tarts, Pies,
Candy &
Dessert
Buﬀets!
s!
Mention ad for 10%

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing
BFG
Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Uniroyal
Oil Changes

We cater
Weddings,
Parties,
and
Special
Events!
E
OFF Graduation Cakes!

40B Town Square, Blairsville
762-448-9077
www.DixieConfexions.com

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

FlipFlip
VarneyVarney
Financial Advisor
.

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts
Way Suite 2
.
Blairsville,
30512
178GABracketts
Way Suite
706-835-1385
Blairsville, GA 30512
www.edwardjones.com

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
FREE
706-835-1209
DELIVERY!

706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

Member SIPC

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Budget

Blinds

2

®

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

‘

WAZOO! Quilting

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

burgers & southern eats
Winter Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11AM-9PM
Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from
the Square, across from City Hall

We
Make
Loans.
s..
1FSTPOBM-PBOTt4UBSUFS-PBOTt$POTPMJEBUJPO-PBOTBOENPSF
www.1ffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We now have a small business
center in your local at&t store.
Come in and see Shannon Richards!

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults
Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

132 N Main St #107,
Hiawassee, Ga 30546

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

706-896-7999

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

North Georgia Sales LLC

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect
combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years
417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

