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popular during the eclipse.
Credence Clearwater Rival’s
“Bad Moon Rising” blared
on the city’s sound system
as Eclipse Party watchers
celebrated the historic event.
Union County EMA
Director David Dyer was likely
closest to getting the number
right ahead of the day, with his
early estimates of about 10,000
additional people coming to
Union County.
He and his fellow ﬁrst
responders activated the
county’s Emergency Operations
Center at Fire Station No. 1 on
Monday morning, a previously
planned precautionary measure,
and monitored activity around
the county both before and
after the eclipse.
On the whole, the county
had more rescue personnel on
duty at the same time than ever
before, as most local agencies
employed an all-hands-on-deck
approach to staffing for the
eclipse.
The Union County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce had everyone
in the office out on patrol,
as did the Blairsville Police
Department.

Eller
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hamburgers and hot dogs,”
Townsend said. “We’ll have
tours of the distillery, and
much, much more. Come
spend the day with us.”
Net proceeds from the
event go to Union County
Animal Control, Wholly Cats
Rescue and Cast Away Critters
Animal Rescue, who do an
amazing job helping ﬁnd lost
pets, and ﬁnding loving homes
Meeks Park visitors turn their protected eyes to the sun as the
eclipse begins its partial phases on Monday, Aug. 21. Photo/
Shawn Jarrard
Union County E-911 no major emergencies as a
Dispatch had an extra person result of the increased volume
on shift during eclipse hours, of people in town to see the
and the ﬁre department made eclipse, at least as of press time
sure to man several of the Monday. Instead, there were
volunteer ﬁre stations around roars of excitement as the event
the county.
unfolded.
Union General Hospital
Though the complete
and EMS maintained greater economic impact of the
staff than usual, and the state Blairsville Eclipse Experience
and federal agencies, like is unknown at this time, it
Georgia DNR, the Forestry deﬁnitely brought thousands
Commission, and the U.S. of people to the region,
Forest Service, all had increased undoubtedly boosting both
capabilities in the area.
business and local tax
Fortunately, there were revenues.
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Eller’s body in Lake Chatuge
two days after he went missing,
at approximately 2:30 p.m. on
Aug. 16, Towns County Fire
Chief and Coroner Harold
Copeland said.
The rescue dive team
recovered Eller’s body from
Lake Chatuge in 12 to 15
feet of water, Chief Copeland
said.
Chief Copeland, also
Towns County coroner, added
that Eller’s body was sent to
the State Medical Examiner
for autopsy, to determine cause
of death.
Formerly the Chophouse
Restaurant, Hawg Wild BBQ
is located adjacent to Lake
Chatuge Lodge.
Video surveillance at
the restaurant placed Eller
walking behind the restaurant
toward the wooded area that
leads to Lake Chatuge, his
sister Elizabeth Dills posted
on Facebook.
“The security cameras
at work captured an image of
him heading from his work
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down to the lake behind it,” she
said. “He didn’t clock out, he
didn’t say he was leaving, only
that he didn’t feel well. His car
(was) still at his work.”
Foul play isn’t suspected
at this time, according to
the Towns County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce, however, “the case is
active and ongoing, pending
the medical exam and further
investigation.”
Towns County’s Water
Rescue Recovery Team,
Towns County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
deputies, Georgia Bureau of
Investigation special agents, a
Georgia State Patrol Aviation
Unit, Georgia Department
of Natural Resources, K-9
units from Cherokee and
Fannin counties, Citizens
Law Enforcement Academy
volunteers, and other volunteers
assisted in the search for Eller,
Chief Copeland said.
Eller is survived by his
mother, Judy Ledford, and six
brothers and sisters.
“Our hearts are
breaking,” his sister Elizabeth

Dills said.
Brandon’s sister Jessica
Dills said she now had “a big
hole in my heart.”
“I was blessed to have
him as my brother,” Jessica
wrote on Facebook. “This
young man was so grounded,
caring, smart, and responsible.
He loved cooking and hiking.
“He wanted to be in law
enforcement,” she said. “He
carried his Bible around with
him always. He was there
for anyone and would listen
and try to help people. I can
only hope God accepts me,
so that I can see him again.
I know (Brandon) will watch
over us.”
Funeral services for Eller
were held on Sunday, Aug.
20, in the Union Hill Baptist
Church Cemetery with the
Rev. Clark Moss ofﬁciating.
A memorial service followed
on Sunday at Shiloh Baptist
Church.
Mountain View Funeral
Home had charge of the
arrangements.

Reece

at (706) 781-1829. There’s no
additional fee.
As usual, parking for the
event will be at Shady Grove
United Methodist Church on
Owltown Road for a $5 fee.
A shuttle will bring you to
Pappy’s Plaza to enjoy the
event.
“Y’all come see us,”
Townsend said.

for animals in need.
You will even have
a chance to adopt a special
puppy or kitten and bring them
home with you.
Tickets are $20 with
an applicable service charge
of $1.69 through mimms.
brownpapertickets.com.
Or, purchase your tickets
at Will Call at Grandaddy
Mimm’s Moonshine Distillery,
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Reece was in her 14th
year working for Union
County Schools, and began
the 2017-2018 school year as
a physical education teacher
at Union County High.
However, effective
Tuesday, Aug. 15, Reece was
“no longer employed with the
Union County School System,”
according to an official
statement from Union County
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Fred Rayﬁeld.
She has been charged
with child molestation and
sexual assault by persons with
supervisory or disciplinary
authority, stemming from
allegations of a sexual
relationship with a student
dating back to 2013, according
to arrest warrants.
Each of the two charges
carried with it a $5,000 cash
bond or a $10,000 property
bond, and Reece bonded out
of the Union County Jail on a
$20,000 property bond several
hours after turning herself in
that Monday, according to the
sheriff’s ofﬁce.
Per a GBI news release,
the sheriff’s office recently
received information that in
2013, Reece, then 36, had
become “sexually involved”
with a student.
“The Georgia Bureau of
Investigation was requested
to assist the Union County
Sheriff ’s Office with the
investigation,” the GBI
said. “During the course
of the investigation, the
GBI was able to determine
that former middle school
physical education teacher
Shawnetta D. Reece, now 40
of Blairsville, was sexually
involved with a 15-year-old

Education Ofﬁce.
She started coaching
cross country at Union County
High in 2015, though she
continued to work at the
middle school in P.E. until
the 2016-2017 school year,
when she transferred to the
high school as a gym teacher
and the school’s new track and
ﬁeld coach, according to the
board ofﬁce.
It was in 2013, when
Reece was a P.E. teacher at
the middle school, that she is
alleged to have entered into
a sexual relationship with a
student, the GBI said.
The 2017-2018 school
year would have been Reece’s
second year at Union County
High School.
Dr. Rayﬁeld said that the
GBI paid him a visit on Friday,
Aug. 11, to inform him of the
allegations against Reece,
and the superintendent added
that Reece had no further
contact with school children
on campus after the board
ofﬁce had become aware of
the situation.
“The Union County
School System is deeply
saddened by the investigations
involving one of our
employees,” said Dr. Rayﬁeld.
“The safety of our students
and families will always
remain our focus and No. 1
priority. We are cooperating
with the GBI and all other
law enforcement agencies
concerning this active
investigation.”
Once the ongoing
investigation is complete, the
GBI said it will turn the case
over to Enotah Judicial Circuit
District Attorney Jeff Langley
for prosecution.

student in 2013.
“The student was
moving from the 8th grade
into the 9th grade during
this time. As a result of the
investigation, Reece has been
arrested for child molestation
and sexual assault by
persons with supervisory or
disciplinary authority.”
A GBI special agent
appeared before Superior
Court Judge Stanley Gunter on
Monday, Aug. 14, to present
two warrants for Reece’s
arrest.
“Between the dates of
May 25, 2013, and Dec. 9,
2013, said accused, Shawnetta
D. Reece, did commit the
offense of child molestation
when said accused committed
an immoral or indecent act
to a 15-year-old juvenile,
when she engaged in sexual
intercourse with said child,”
according to one of two arrest
warrants issued Monday.
A second arrest warrant
has alleged that Reece, in
the same date ranges, “did
commit the offense of sexual
assault when said accused, a
teacher and coach with the
Union County School System,
engaged in sexual contact
with a 15-year-old juvenile
enrolled in the Union County
School System.”
The crimes are alleged
to have been committed here
in Blairsville, according to the
warrants.
Reece began working at
Union County Middle School
in 2004 as a paraprofessional,
and she later became a physical
education teacher there and
coached middle school cross
country, according to the
Union County Board of

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Art Centre

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

706•400•2988
391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Trackrock Stables

Experience the Eclipse by
Horse Back
$125 per person
Space Limited - Reservations Required
(706) 745-5252
www.trackrock.com

Michelin

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing
BFG
Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Uniroyal
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

New to investing? Join
an upcoming seminar.
FlipFlip
VarneyVarney
Financial Advisor
.

Financial Advisor

178 .Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville,
30512
178GABracketts
Way Suite
706-835-1385
Blairsville, GA 30512
www.edwardjones.com

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209

706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

FREE
DELIVERY!

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

Member SIPC

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Budget

Blinds

2

®

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

‘

WAZOO! Quilting

burgers & southern eats
Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM
Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from
the Square, across from City Hall

We
Make
Loans.
s..
1FSTPOBM-PBOTt4UBSUFS-PBOTt$POTPMJEBUJPO-PBOTBOENPSF
www.1ffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

Impact Design, Inc.

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products

Website: impactdesigninc.co

North Georgia Sales LLC

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect
combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years
417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

