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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 6 

Horse Camp 
Summer at Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.TrackrockStables.com

Get up to $50 off*
706-896-0051

Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins

706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999

If you are looking for Great Service, 
Competitive Rates and Fees, 

Look No Further!

Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW FOR  
Spring & Summer Exterior  

Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville

cindy@moore-insurance.com

Moore Insurance Services Inc.

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

Misty Garrison • Lisa Harris

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com
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Movers...continued from Page 1A

Scottish...continued from Page 1A

a box that has some water 
spraying out of it. We get 
scrubbed up and then we go and 
we get into a box with wheels, 
and then we go to another box 
where we usually work with 
a box to make money and do 
whatever we do. 

“Then we take that back 
to our box with wheels, and 
then we drive to yet another 
box, and we take that money 
and we buy boxes. And then 
we put it in our box with 
wheels, and then we go back 
to our command post box, and 
we eat from those boxes while 
we look at a box and work on 
the box.

“And when it’s all over, 
they put you in a box. So 
my message to you is: think 
outside the box, because we’re 
all boxed in.”

Kay’s said that humans 
are simple by nature, only 
needing water, shelter, fire 
and food.

“That’s it,” said Kay. 
“We tend to complicate it, and 
we’ve added a lot of layers to 
that, but it’s water, shelter, fire 
and food. Now, mankind is 
the only thing in nature that 
cannot exist in their God-given 
environment. We have actually 
devolved to the point that we 

can’t take our rightful place on 
the earth.

“We were designed to 
live here. If you look around 
at all the plants and everything 
that’s here – there’s medicine, 
there’s food, there’s abundance. 
It was designed by a creator for 
us to live on it. But we’ve done 
all these boxes, we’ve separated 
ourselves from it and from each 
other, community. There’s no 
community anymore. There’s 
no basic skills.”

Also in the meeting 
Friday was Dyana Costello 
Banks, Mountain Regional 
Library System training and 
outreach coordinator, and she 
shared with those in attendance 
information about the Talking 
Book  p rog ram th rough 
the Georgia Libraries for 
Accessible Statewide Services 
(GLASS).

“The Talking Book 
program is a national program, 
and  they  ac tua l ly  g ive 
preference to veterans,” said 
Costello Banks, adding that 
the program is free to anyone 
who qualifies.

Geared toward people 
who have a hard time seeing 
and those who are legally blind, 
the Talking Book program 
features a special tape player 

Dyana Costello Banks

that plays cassette tapes. 
The tapes themselves are 

a new, refreshed take on the 
cassette, with books that fit on 
single cassettes instead of 20 
cassettes for a single book, as 
in the past.

Exchanging tapes for 
new books is easy, too, and 
does not cost the user postage. 
Simply flip over the card that 

came with the book in the mail, 
and it is ready to mail back.

Contact  any of  the 
Mountain Regional Library 
System libraries to get in touch 
with Costello Banks, and to find 
out more information about the 
Talking Book program and any 
of the library system’s other 
free services.

Blairsville. 
Then a t  9  a .m.  on 

S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g ,  t h e 
festival cut to the chase with a 
blacksmith demo in the vendor 
area and athletics beginning 
on the main field, along with 
kid's activities and historical 
re-enactors.

Later in the morning, 
the fan-favorite Blarney Girls 
returned to the Blairsville 
Scottish Festival for a 9:30 
performance prior to the Kilted 
Mile race at 10 a.m. At 10:30 
a.m. the Mini-Cooper Car Club 
provided festivalgoers with 
their annual parade through 
the park. 

Then at 11:15 a.m., the 
band Seven Nations performed 
at the Entertainment Tent, 
providing the soundtrack to 
those entering the park and 
gathering at the main field for 
the opening ceremonies.

At 2 p.m. the Kid's 
Scottish Athletics began at 
the Children's Field with 
approximately 80 kids between 
the ages of 3-to-12 years old 
participating and braving the 
mid-90 degree temperatures. 
The kids were divided into 
four different age groups 
and competed in traditional 
Scottish contests such as 
“turning the caber,” which 
consists of tossing a 4-foot 
long piece of timber.

They also “tossed the 
sheath” (throwing a bag of 
straw with a plastic shovel) 

and “put the stone” (a shot put 
with a stone weighing between 
3-to-7 pounds – depending on 
the child's size. 

The final event was 
“tossing the Wellie” (throwing 
a Wellington rain boot that is 
worn in Scotland).

“We had prepared for the 
heat by moving the Athletics 
off the ballfield into the shady 
glen beside the new swing 
set,” said Kimberly Poe Miller, 
who along with husband 
Gary Miller were the Event 
Chairpersons for the Children's 
Scottish Games. “All children 
enjoyed receiving recognition 
for participating, and parents 
appreciated the educational 
aspect of the games each 
instructor gave them.”

Following the opening 
ceremonies,  Rev. Travis 
Adams gave a special thank-
you to those who have helped 
make the Blairsville Scottish 
Festival & Highland Games a 
hit for 13-straight years.

“We are fortunate to 
be continually supported by 
dignitaries and honored clans,” 
he said. “We are thankful for 
Larry Garrett and the Meeks 
Park crew for helping us 
provide this wonderful venue 
year-after-year.

“We thank everyone for 
coming to our 13th Annual 
Scottish Festival, and we hope 
everyone has a wonderful 
time and makes this a yearly 
event.”

Clan Hay was this festival’s Honored Clan, and had a hand in the 
opening of the festival and games on Saturday, June 11.

Ali Csinos with Redtail Hawk "Thistle"


