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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 6 

Horse Camp 
Summer at Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.TrackrockStables.com

Get up to $50 off*
706-896-0051

Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins

706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

6310 Murphy Hwy., Blairsville 
706-745-0027 

www.farmfreshbeef.net
farmfreshprocessing@gmail.com

Fresh
Cuts
All

Natural
Meats!

Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW FOR  
Spring & Summer Exterior  

Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville

cindy@moore-insurance.com

Moore Insurance Services Inc.

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

Misty Garrison • Lisa Harris

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

Ask for Chris
(706)400-9824

Ask for Mallory
(706)897-8297

Blairsville
Pressure Washing

Decks - Driveways - Single Level Homes
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Carlton...continued from Page 1A
decades. In 1950, Mr. Col-
well and his brothers Robert 
and Pat Jr. started the Colwell 
Construction Company, which 
is now a third-generation busi-
ness as well as a household 
name in Union County.

Colwell Construction 
has been a major influence in 
the county and aboard since 
its inception, and is respon-
sible for the establishment of 
three productive quarries, the 
paving of countless miles of 
mountain road and the manu-
facture of more than a few 
buildings.

Prior to his tenure as a 
state representative and apart 
from his time as a contractor, 
Mr. Colwell worked for Gen-
eral Motors in Atlanta in the 
1950s, and for a short while 
assumed the job of his father, 
Pat, who had been the Georgia 
Department of Transportation 
supervisor in Blairsville.

It was in 1965 that Mr. 
Colwell first became elected 
to the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives as a Democrat, 
and he maintained his seat for 
31 years until his retirement 
in 1995, having committed 
three decades of his life to-
ward furthering the causes of 
his constituents.

So it was with great en-
thusiasm that more than 200 
people of the North Georgia 
Mountains gathered in the 
Junior Brackett Community 
Room on Monday, June 27, to 
celebrate Mr. Colwell’s 90th 
birthday.

Visitors that day signed 

Carlton's son Doug Colwell chats with Clyde and Sue Collins, during 
last week's birthday celebration for his father. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

a guestbook and left personal 
messages for the nonagenar-
ian newcomer, and each took 
a turn sitting with Mr. Colwell 
to chat about old times or just 
to say hello and wish him a 
happy birthday.

“I can’t believe it, I 
didn’t think there’d be this 
many come,” said Mr. Col-
well, looking around at the 
dozens of people holding dif-
ferent conversations all about 
the room. “I’ve been around a 
long time, longer than I ever 
thought I’d be, to tell you the 
truth.”

Mr. Colwell graduated 
Union County High School in 
1944, and the community has 
since changed dramatically, 

especially given how much 
progress arrived in the county 
because of his legislative and 
private careers.

Of course, he would 
not have been able to serve 
for as long as he did without 
the continued support of his 
constituents, many of whom 
were the people he grew up 
with and knew like they were 
family, though he made quite 
a few new friends along the 
road to and from the Georgia 
State Capitol.

“I worked hard,” said 
Mr. Colwell. “I served 30 
years in the General Assem-
bly, and it was real rewarding. 
I didn’t know just how much 
I’d miss it, but I miss it. I 

don’t miss the being there, but 
I do miss my friends, seeing 
them.”

Added Mr. Colwell: 
“The people of this county 
have been awfully good to 
me. I can’t repay all of them 
for the things they’ve done for 
me and my family.”

This year marks an-
other important milestone in 
the Colwell Household – he 
and Odetta, his wife, will cel-
ebrate their 68th wedding an-
niversary.

“It’s been great,” said 
Odetta, who stood proudly 
by her husband’s side in that 
90th birthday gathering – the 
same as she always has, since 
1948. “We’ve been just best 
friends, and just always been 
compatible. What he likes, I 
like, and we’ve always got on 
together.”

Mr. and Mrs. Colwell 
have five children who have 
given them 10 grandchildren 
all told, who in turn have ex-
panded the family even further 
with six great-grandchildren 
for Carlton and Odetta.

“The family is very ap-
preciative of the turnout and 
support of the people from 
North Georgia,” said Curtis 
Colwell, the eldest child of 
Carlton and Odetta, concern-
ing his father’s 90th birthday 
celebration. “Several in atten-
dance were from Gilmer, Fan-
nin, Towns (and beyond). 

“Carlton had a great day 
seeing friends and colleagues 
and visiting with them. He has 
always cherished gatherings, 
as this was where he could 
talk to everyone.”

Left, Carlton chats with his sister-in-law Sue Colwell; right, Mary 
Carol Akins looks at photographs of the legendary member of the 
Georgia House of Representatives. Photos/Shawn Jarrard


